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Instructor: Brenden Beck, PhD (Brenden.Beck@ucdenver.edu) 
Course meetings: Mondays, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m., Room TBD 
Office hours: Mondays 4:40pm – 6:00pm or by appointment  
Office location: 1380 Lawrence Street, Suite 420 
 

SOCY 4590/5590: Crime, Justice, and the City 
University of Colorado Denver, Spring 2022 

 

   
 
Course Description 
 

In this course, we’ll ask why inequality, crime, and police are unevenly spread across cities. We’ll 
ask why crime varies by neighborhood, whether place-based policing is racially biased, and why 
prisons are filled with people from just a few zip codes. We’ll study racial and economic 
segregation, gentrification, white flight, and suburbanization in the context of criminal justice. 
Spatial analysis is a growing field combining geography, sociology, and criminology. We’ll study 
it by reading cutting-edge researchers who use mapping, interviews, statistical analysis, and 
ethnography. 
 
Course Materials 
You will need to buy two books for the course, Jessica Simes’ Punishing Places and Ruth Wilson 
Gilmore’s Golden Gulag. Please buy physical copies (either paperback or hardcover), and not an 
electronic version. This helps ensure we’re all literally on the same page. The rest of the course 
materials will be provided via Canvas.  There will be about 100 pages of sometimes-difficult 
reading for each class. Be sure to allow plenty of butt-in-chair time (the Germans call this 
“sitzfleisch”) to read and annotate the course materials.   

Grading 
 
30% of total grade – Discussion contributions 
 
 This is a reading- and discussion-intensive course. So, your close reading of the materials 

and active participation in class will be essential. Before coming to class, be sure to 
annotate all the readings. I will frequently ask you to summarize a reading’s main idea, or 
express one question you still have for the author(s). The question could be something 
you didn’t understand, something you want to discuss further, or a critique you have. You  
might want to write each reading’s main idea and question down. To earn an “A” in this 
area you will need to be an active participant and be ready when called upon with your 
main idea and question.   
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10% – Reports on a neighborhood  

 
You will choose one neighborhood or area in Colorado to study for the semester. We will 
investigate our neighborhoods using different methods, from observation to census data 
to crime reports. You will report what you find via a Canvas discussion board before the 
class session for which the report is assigned.     

 
10% – “Key questions” report  
 

Once this semester, you will present a reading to the class in a “key question report.” For 
this, you will get the ball rolling on our discussion by answering the “key questions” for that 
week’s starred (  ) reading. A copy of the “key questions” is on our Canvas page. This is 
an informal presentation lasting no longer than 10 minutes.   

 
50% – Research presentation and paper 
 

The largest portion of your grade will be to write and present a research paper in which 
you summarize the academic scholarship on a research question. You will choose your 
research question in consultation with me. I do not expect you will do any original data 
collection for this paper. The paper should be between 8 and 25 pages, double spaced, 
and use ASA citation formatting. On the last day of class, each student will present their 
paper in a formal 10-minute presentation with slides. Throughout the semester, we will 
discuss practical research skills like what makes for a strong research question, how to 
plan a database search, how to write clearly and concisely, and how to design a 
compelling presentation.  

 
Zooming into class 
You will be able to attend class in-person or by Zoom. If you feel ill, your temperature is high, or 
you think you might have been exposed, be safe and Zoom into class. Whether you are in-person 
or over Zoom, you will be welcomed into the discussion and be expected to participate the same.  
Because the class is a seminar, not a lecture class, there will not be a recording of the class to 
watch later. The link to our reoccurring Zoom session is here:   
https://ucdenver.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rcuyurD4jHtBQ8ig7XORaOFcqaU639cfc 
If UCD moves fully online because of an outbreak, we will continue our class on Zoom, with the 
same meeting times as previously scheduled.   
 
COVID Precautions 
 
In person, we will be wearing masks and staying six feet apart. Our classroom normally seats 62, 
and we will not have more than 12 students, so distancing shouldn’t be difficult. Having a 
discussion with masks on will prove challenging, but I know we’ll be patient with one another and 
ask people to repeat themselves if any comments are hard to hear. Please visit UCD’s instructions 
page to review the procedures for a safe return to campus. Be sure to take the training and 
complete the attestation before coming to campus, or you might not be allowed into the North 
Classroom building.   
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Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism of any kind will result in you failing the course. For more information, review the 
definition of academic dishonesty here and the college’s procedure for handling academic 
dishonesty here. I will be using plagiarism detection software for your research papers.   
 
Student Support and Students with Disabilities 
 
See the link below if you need any career, academic, or mental health counseling 
https://clas.ucdenver.edu/faculty-staff/sites/default/files/attached-
files/student_services_and_calendar.pdf 
If you have a disability and require accommodations in our class, register the with the Disability 
Resource Center (their info is in that link above), and let me know early in the semester so we 
can work together to provide a supportive learning environment.  
 
 
Schedule of Readings and Due Dates 
(This is the Fall 2020 schedule, the Spring 2021 readings will be about 20% different and 
the dates will be updated before the syllabus is finalized).  
 
August 17th – Introduction 
Review the syllabus 
 

August 24th – Theories of Crime and Place 
Baldwin, James. 1963. “Fifth Avenue, Uptown.” Esquire. 
Muncie, John. 2009. “The Construction and Deconstruction of Crime” in Key Readings in 

Criminology. 

Kleniewski & Thomas. 2010. “Theoretical Perspectives on the City” in Cities, Change, and Conflict.  
Key questions report: __Brenden__________ 
Due today: Select your neighborhood and use observation to describe it. 
 

August 31st – Crime and violence in their spatial context 
MacGillis, Alec. 2020. “How Dollar Stores Became Magnets for Crime and Killing.” ProPublica 

and The New Yorker. https://www.propublica.org/article/how-dollar-stores-became-
magnets-for-crime-and-killing 

Sampson, Robert. 2013. “The Place of Context: A Theory and Strategy for Criminology’s Hard 
Problems.” Criminology.  

Serial. 2018. “A Bar Fight Walks into the Justice Center,” Episode 1, Season 3 (52:00). 
https://serialpodcast.org/season-three/1/a-bar-fight-walks-into-the-justice-center 

Key questions report: _____________________ 
Due today: Demographic information of your neighborhood 
 

September 7th – Labor Day, no class 
You might use this week off to begin reading Goffman. 
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September 14th – Fugitive life in the city 
Goffman, Alice. 2014. On the Run. Prologue through Chapter 3 (pp i-90).  
Key questions report: _____________________ 
 

September 21st – “Clean” people 
Goffman, Alice. 2014. On the Run. Chapter 7, Conclusion, and Epilogue (pp. 163-206).  
Optional: Goffman’s Methodological Appendix 
Due today: Your research question. Submit via email.  
 

September 28th – Violence as a Contagion and Therapeutic Policing 
Stuart, Forrest. 2016. “Introduction.” from Down and Out and Under Arrest. (You can skim pp 23 

– 33).  
Leovy, Jill. 2016. “Circle of Grief” from Ghettoside.  
Lowery, Welsey et al. 2018. “Where Killings Go Unsolved.” The Washington Post. Read online 

(desktop best) at https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/investigations/where-
murders-go-unsolved/ 

Woods & Soderberg. 2020. “Credible Messengers.” The Intercept. 
Key questions report: _____________________ 
Due today: Crime rates of your neighborhood 
 

October 5th – Crime in Suburbs 
Singer & Drakulich. 2019. “Crime & Safety in Suburbia.” Annual Review of Criminology.  
Dreier, Mollenkopf, & Swanstrom. 2014. “The Facts of Economic Segregation and Sprawl” from 

Place Matters.  
Key questions report: _____________________ 
 

October 12th – Disorder and Broken Windows Policing  
Bratton & Kelling. 2015. “Why We Need Broken Windows Policing.”  
Beckett & Herbert. 2008. “Dealing with Disorder.” Theoretical Criminology. 
Sampson, Robert. 2012. “Broken Windows and the Meaning of Disorder” from The Great 

American City. 
Weaver, Vesla. 2018. “Why White People Keep Calling the Cops on Black Americans.” Vox. 
Key questions report: _____________________ 
 

October 19th – Police Brutality and Protest 
Badger, Emily. 2020. “Beverly Hills, Buckhead, SoHo: The New Sites of Urban Unrest.” The New 

York Times 

Balko, Rodney. 2015. “How Municipalities in St. Louis County, Mo., Profit from Poverty.” 
Washington Post.  

One more reading to be determined.  
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Key questions report: _____________________ 

Due today: your neighborhood’s officer involved shootings 
 

October 26th – Segregation, Gentrification, and Policing 
Bell, Monica. 2020. “Anti-Segregation Policing.” The New York University Law Review.  
Beck, Brenden. 2020. “The Role of Police in Gentrification.” The Appeal.  
Explore a map of racial-ethnic segregation here: 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/08/us/census-race-map.html 
Key questions report: _____________________ 
Due today: Pictures and demographic change over time in your neighborhood.  
 

November 2nd – Incarceration and Geography 
Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2007. Golden Gulag. Prologue, Introduction (Chapter 1), and Chapter 2 

(pp. 1-86). 
Key questions report: _____________________ 
Due today: An annotated bibliography with six sources. Submit via email.  
 

November 9th – Urban Neighborhoods and Rural Prison Towns 
Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2007. Golden Gulag. Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 (pp.87-180). 
Due today: Your neighborhood’s incarceration rate  
 

November 16th – What is to Be Done? 
Tracy Meares on national police reform, the Movement for Black Lives’ Vision, Keeanga-
Yamahtta Taylor on defunding the police, and other readings on reform.  
 

November 23rd – Fall break, no class 
 

November 30th – Student Presentations 
Due today: Your research presentation 
 

December 7th – Finals week, no class 
Due today: Your research paper. Submit via Canvas.  

 


